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SECRET LONDON 07743 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, UK, GT, BH 
SUBJECT: BELIZE DISPUTE 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF RECENT CONVERSATIONS, SECRETARY 
VANCE TOLD FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN THAT PURSUANT TO 
THEIR EARLIER DISCUSSION OF THE BELIZE DISPUTE, HE HAD 
INSTRUCTED OUR EMBASSY IN GUATEMALA TO APPROACH THE GOG 
IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE ITS MINIMUM TERRITORIAL 
POSITION, AND THAT WE WOULD INFORM HMG WHEN WE HAD AN 
ANSWER FROM OUR EMBASSY. THE SECRETARY ALSO ASKED OWEN 
IF HMG THOUGHT THE OAS OR GENERAL SECRETARY ORFILA 
MIGHT PLAY A CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN THE RESOLUTION OF 

THE DISPUTE. OWEN THANKED THE SECRETARY FOR HIS ASSIS- 
TANCE ON THE TERRITORIAL MATTER AND SAID HE WOULD CON- 
SIDER THE OAS/ORFILA PROPOSAL AND GET BACK TO US. 

2. PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY SIR MICHAEL PALLISER 
MAY 10 RAISED BELIZE WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN. 

PALLISER SAID HMG DOES NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE A GOOD 
IDEA TO BRING THE OAS OR ORFILA INTO THE DISPUTE. HOW- 
EVER, IT WOULD BE APPRECIATIVE IF ORFILA COULD EXPRESS 
HIS CONCERN, OR THAT OF THE OAS, OVER THE FAILURE TO 
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RESOLVE THIS DISPUTE AND URGE THE PARTIES TO REACH A 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. HE REITERATED HMG'S BELIEF THAT 
THE STATUS QUO IS DANGEROUS AND CANNOT ENDURE. PALLISER 
ALSO RENEWED HMG'S EARLIER REQUEST THAT WE PRESS THE 
GUATEMALANS TO BE REASONABLE ON THE TERRITORIAL QUESTION 
AND URGE THEM TO ACCEPT A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. 
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